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This mark scheme contains the instructions and marking guidance that our examiners used to mark
candidate responses for this component.

Before they start marking, examiners complete a standardisation process. They review a range of candidate
responses and discuss the mark scheme in detail to agree which answers can and cannot be accepted.
Examiners award marks where it is clear that candidate responses have met the requirements of the mark
scheme. These requirements may vary between different components or different versions of the same
component, depending on the exact requirements of the question and the candidate responses seen during
the standardisation process.

Sometimes, our mark schemes may allow marks to be awarded to responses which contain elements that
are factually incorrect or for content not covered by the syllabus. We do this in response to the demands of a
specific question to support candidates and make sure that our assessments are fair. However, these
allowances should not be used as a guide for teaching and learning.

We cannot discuss the mark scheme with schools, and we recommend that schools read the mark scheme
together with the assessment material and the Principal Examiner Report for Teachers.

This document consists of 21 printed pages.
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General marking principles

All examiners must apply these marking principles when marking candidate responses.

1 | Examiners must award marks for each response in line with:

o the specific content defined in the mark scheme
e the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the level descriptions
¢ the standard of response required as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

2 | Examiners must award whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

3 | Examiners must award marks positively. This means that:

e marks are not deducted for errors or omissions

¢ marks are awarded for correct/valid answers as defined in the mark scheme and also for other valid answers which go beyond the
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme referring to your team leader as appropriate

o the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar are judged only when the mark scheme indicates that these features are specifically
assessed in the question. However, the meaning of all responses must be unambiguous.

4 | Examiners must consistently apply the requirements of the mark scheme and any rules for what to do when candidates have not followed
instructions correctly.

5 | Examiners must use the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme, unless limited by the quality of the candidate responses seen.

6 | Examiners must award marks according to the mark scheme and must not award marks with grade thresholds or grade descriptions in
mind.
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Annotations guidance for centres

Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.

We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note that there may
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an
indication of the quality of the response.

The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.

Annotations

Annotation Meaning
M Credit for good language or content point
x Incorrect
LA ] Omission
(BOD| If the examiner considers the answer to be more correct than incorrect, then ‘benefit of doubt’ is given.
LIR ] Irrelevant

@ Meaning unclear or illegible

a

[SEEN] Used to show that blank pages have been seen

Highlighter Highlight

On-page Wrong question number given by candidate
comment Used to explain adjustment of quality of language mark (Questions 3 and 4)
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Annotation Meaning
Off-page Used to make a holistic comment about the script
comment
/ Word limit, do not credit content beyond this point (Question 5)
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1 General Marking Notes
1.1 Annotation of scripts in RM Assessor
Question 1 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.
Indicate a correct answer with a tick.
Do not annotate incorrect answers.
Question 2 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.
Indicate a correct answer with a tick.
Do not annotate incorrect answers.
Questions Content marks
3and 4 e Annotate each correct point with a tick OR a tick + BOD (benefit of doubt).
e Use a cross for incorrect points as necessary.
o Use the highlighting tool to highlight any words which are lifted from the reading passage.
o The following abbreviations may also be useful:
IR irrelevant
? unclear
A omission / something missing
o RM Assessor adds up the total number of times that you have used the tick and the total will appear beneath the
tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the mark (or NR as appropriate) for each item in the mark input box.
Quality of Language mark
o If any of the sub-questions ((a), (b), (c) etc) have scored zero for content, insert an on-page comment after the last
sub-question and type in the details of the Quality of Language mark, e.g.:
5-2=3
OR
minus 1
e Then enter the Quality of Language mark in the mark input box for
Question 3L / Question 4L.
¢ If no adjustment needs to be made to the Quality of Language mark, enter the mark in the mark input box without
annotating the script.
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Question 5 If the answer exceeds 140 words, highlight the 1415t word to show the end of the response to be marked.
Summary
o Annotate each correct point with a tick OR tick + BOD up to a maximum of 10 ticks.
e Use a cross as necessary.
o RM Assessor adds up the total number of times that you have used the tick and the total will appear beneath the
tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the mark (or NR as appropriate) in the mark input box for Question 5(a).
Personal Response
o Enter the mark for Personal Response in the mark input box for Question 5(b).
e Note: If the Personal Response cannot be marked because it comes after the 140-word limit, award a mark of 0,
not NR.
Quality of Language
e Enter the mark for Quality of Language in the mark input box for Question 5L.
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2 General Marking Principles

2.1 Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the Detailed Mark Scheme provided on the following pages. You will
need to consider all alternative answers and unexpected approaches in candidates' scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate
the required elements, in consultation with the Principal Examiner/Product Manager if necessary, and award marks accordingly.

2.2 Crossing out:
(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct.

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work. (NB A ‘second
attempt’ could just be one word.)

2.3 Annotation used in marking:

(a) BOD = Benefit of the Doubt and is used to indicate material considered by the Examiner and judged to be more correct than incorrect:
the benefit of the doubt is given to the candidate and the mark is awarded.
(b) * =to indicate where something which is key to the response is missing.

2.4 No response and '0' marks
There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor.

Award NR (No Response):

e [f there is nothing written at all in the answer space or

o If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. 'can’t do' or 'don’t know') or
o If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark).

Award O:
o If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or any
working that does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not.
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Detailed Mark Scheme
Section 1
Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question 1
1(a) | FMHSLD - MO E) 1
1(b) 2 6uteY SHWMHHGLD Hemm - FTUUTL(H ™M 1
1(c) LML - 2 6L 1
1(d) UTL&memey - LeTef&Hgal LD 1
1(e) NemLp - Heumi 1
Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question 2
2) |2 MmEnsDd - CHMPMIIS SHTUL_ 6L 63T EUEHHS 1
2 MEMHLD UbHSHS)
2(b) | ANlervginerv QUIHAILPT - 6T6015HEG HlavGILDerv 1
QUGBS STELGHEHE LI LIFI&L CIUIT(HL &6l
HeML_ &G LD.
2(c) &LP6L - CBeL ellenenil HeLeL FLPeL CHeme 1
2(d) | SHODSET - 616015 Il 160 QeI SHMMS6N 1
o_6lT6IT60T
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
2(e) | G&60 - elnevett GEFeGH 2 ML enid C&Hedl 1
Q&G medT
Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question 3
3(@) | eTeumemmG Somef&@GL Hmeot 3
QBTG 6mEUIITS HIMMIGENT 2 6166wl 6T6oTM)
WG6LMD USSHUTNCL FamULIL (h6lTeng)?
A &bgemest 1
B 2 66y 1
C Loevrihlemev 1
3(b) QeuetGouml FHhgILUMIGaNeL Heuli HMLD 4 JGHsuILD HMTeTS L WMBISEHEHGLI LeTerfl&s 6T
fIQINMME GMGHELMLD 6T60TM)] EJ6VOTL_ LD QULOMIGHE LD
L& SUTNeL FamLILIL (HerTeng)?
A SIUMWILD 1
B UMGHISMTLIL 1
C Sl60TY 1
D &M&6L 1
E &6LMEEMIJLD 1
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Question

Answer

Marks

Not Allowed Responses

3(c)

BHSCHTeSE daUDMDE EMHESME QBEGL
6T60TM)| CLPGTOMD LISSHUNGD FamLILIL (HerTeng)?

3

A o600, GILIGTOI6WIT 6T6TLIEM&EE SMIHSH ST

B &HELMTEEMILD FMJHEHTS.

C GO ETIHESTS

3(d)

SevuIewIen S| SimieU LML gmsmeouileylemen il
Slemm 61HG HmmiGeT Q&mesoh
SIVMIGFSHSLILIL (RETeNg) 6T63TM)I [HIT6ITSHITLD

LS SUTN6L FamULL (HeTerng)?

A LDEHEI

B LUFNT

C oagm

3(e)

AMISII LUSHUNGD 6TeMEUCIImE S6TILD
allememallliLIGTS Q(HEGLD 6T6oTm)
SaMLILIL (HeTerng)?

A Mg 2oL &mjhs HnsasHesmens
GC&He0l ClFIIeUG)

B oleumenm SieUDSILILIG)
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Quality of Language — Accuracy [5]

5 Very good

Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses,
prepositions, word order).

4 Good

Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use
accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound

Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.
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Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers.

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not
determine the Quality of Language mark.

Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark.

Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:

Total Content marks available on questions Reduce Quality of Language mark by:
where a candidate scores 0
2-3 1
4-5 2
6-7 3
8-14 4
15 5

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks
only if 0 Content marks).
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Section 2
Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
Question 4
4(@) | pGeomd uGHuNeoTLIG. 6U6TINS HMIEI6HIS EhHHES 2
BIMMRIGET 6J60T (LDSHHILDTE H6MLOS60TM6DT?
A GOUALL euens Himieuesdleor 1
SI6DL_LITET S 6M G &/ &60T6015 6008 &
FjomesN & HesTment
B oibh Hmieussideng mHsTGCeuT(heHE 1
@MUSSGI5GS C&T6u1(hed (HLD
QUMISHMGEHTMM NEUFILILITE Si6MLDE6TM6T
4(b) LILGILIMT(H 61T RIS UTN6IT 6LITSH60T8 Hl6L 2
HDRI&EHL 60T &l6oTeoTd @(BHLILIGHEOT [HESTEOILD 6T60T63T
6T60TM)| QUGUIL_MD LSSHUN6L FamULIL (herTeng)?
A 2 L 6Uq IS LO6STH6L LIGIULD 1
B cwemen SIMNbHGHESTeTEHLD 1
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Question

Answer

Marks

Not Allowed Responses

4(c)

Seur genig HmieersHen Feoresidens
SIMLILIGME 6T60160T QIFUIGHTT? CLOESTMITLD
LS SNV (HHGH eenL_SHener 6T(LDSHIS

3

A gJITeLDTenT LIEWIGHenGHE GFeuallL Ml

B Hmm&ellev C&JFH QUMM HILGTIT 69 (H6UMI]

@emens HuIbsST]

C U6V HL6MEUGET Sl6UHL6vTMesT FhHHILILIS
ol L MIGemeT JouUT( Q&WIST]

4(d)

BT6THMD LUSHHUNCL FeuSHGIL 65T LIFHTF6mIL
QEHGLCUTS| Slemed sTeumemnm 2 6wl &H S
HM&eomd 616t HCEUST FamlevTmy?

A &5H5LD

B BLUISMS

4(e)

RHSMD USHUTL eml & CHTLHMFTeMELSH6I
QuUEBLUTEYID QeusTemar SMILIL] Himmiseanest
@enemLienLl eJ60T GLOMCISHTETEGTM6EMT 6T60TM)
FamULL (heTeng)?

A SHMEVHILLISHHSHHTE

B BEHHMLMDSESHTS

C UemsUUL RSN WG SMLILITES 60l
allgaemLLienL CeueuL(h&&HlIeUSDHTS
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses
4(f) AmISL UGHuTeL H(h Q6T HLOF) 3

BmIeucTS H6dT DML WITETE El6tT6o1SEMST6dT
Hn&emg IHMIL LN6IT6T] 61556 SIL
LOTOMMKISET BMIUTHHIHE 6JHLIL L 6012

A [SJCaUT) WHHUNL SieUTE HimIesTLD
QgL umest eILILLewT6eY gmULL G|

B efpmer SHENS5S)

C ¢RI QFOTOTVID SIUTH LIT6OSHSI&SIT6ur
eNembund FHeNHsHsH QAHHWS QAFHTLRISUIG)
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Quality of Language — Accuracy [5]
5 Very good
Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions,
word order).
4 Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use
accurately more complex structures.
3 Sound
Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.
2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.
0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.
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Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers.

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not
determine the Quality of Language mark.

Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark.

Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:

Total Content marks available on questions Reduce Quality of Language mark by:
where a candidate scores 0
2-3 1
4-5 2
6-7 3
8-14 4
15 5

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks
only if 0 Content marks).
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Question 5
Length of 5(a) + 5(b) (Summary and Personal Response)
Writing within the maximum length is part of the task, and candidates who remain within the limit (140 words in total) deserve credit.

Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line.
If the piece is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely.
Highlight the 141st word to show the end of the response to be marked.
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses

Content marks — Summary
Indicate with a tick in the body of the text the point being rewarded. Do not penalise ‘lifting’ for content marks in this exercise, but excessive
reliance on the text will reduce the language mark.
The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum of 10 points):

5(a)

Any relevant points specifically answering this question,
other than these ten points can also be considered by the
markers and given appropriate points.

RGHOUTEH QUMPEMSUTND HMHIGET 615H5H6MEUI
WP&HEIGH GGG CLM|FI6TM6TT 6T60TLIEN G LI
UGS 1 LOHMID UGH 2 HP&Hweaimsnm

Sl UL WITES Q&M eensHEGs.

OO~ ON =

8
9

ihgenerenls SiTomesié@Ld

2 _6UOTjEm6EUS SITLOM6vTE G LD
LO6OTHl6MEVENILIG SITLOM6DTISHE LD
SIUMLSMGHS GMNSHSL LILI6TL(HESH6VITLD
SOMEFFMNIHMGHS GMISHSHL LIWIETL(HESSH6VITLD
PGS HNsGISMS CleueNuubss
2_§6)Ld

BESTCATHEG HMIQIATHmS 2 L 6vTquimd
E@MUSSHGI5GSH C&TEI(Hel] 2 &6 LD
HMEOVMILLIGSHIHSG 2 FHe LD

L DUTSmSL LoLUGSS 2-Sald

10 Himieuehisafssr abUI$HH&HG 2-H LD

10

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026

PapaCambridge - papacambridge.com

Page 19 of 21

8689/22 Mark Scheme June 2026




8689/22 Cambridge International AS & A Level — Mark Scheme May/June 2026
PUBLISHED
Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses

Content marks — Response to the Text
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the response to the original text stimulus and
the ability to express a personal point of view. Further, more detailed guidance for particular questions will be given to examiners.

5(b)

Very good

Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element of
flair and imagination, a capacity to express a
personal point of view.

Good

Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates,
but work still shows an ability to express a range of
ideas, maintain interest and respond to the issues
raised.

Sound

A fair level of interest and ideas. May concentrate on
a single issue, but there is still a response to ideas in
the text.

Below average

Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum. May
disregard the element of response to the text, and
write a largely unrelated free-composition.

0-1 Poor

Few ideas to offer on the theme. Banal and
pedestrian. No element of personal response to the
text. Repeated error.

o 6018 61601601 HIMLD LAGED eN(HLULILD
6TEOTLIEMG LD 6THMHTS TN(HLILILD 6T6OTLIENGULD
s G s.

5
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Quality of Language — Accuracy [5]
5 Very good
Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions,
word order).
4 Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use
accurately more complex structures.
3 Sound
Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.
2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.
0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.
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